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FOREWORD 


This report provides data for passenger traffic on scheduled 
air carrier services departing and arriving the top 100 
airports within the fifty (50) States and the District of 
Columbia. Enplanement and deplanement data are displayed by 
class of service by hour of the day for Friday, August 6, 1976. 
The selection of the top 100 airports was based on the total 
number of 1973 passenger enplanements in domestic and inter- 


national service. 


The source of the schedule data was the Reuben H. Donnelley 
Official Airline Guide (OAG) data for August 1976, which 
provided the departure and arrival hour for each flight 
operating out of U.S. airports. The actual passenger totals 
were derived from the CAB ER-586 Service Segment data, which 
provided the total monthly passenger enplanements and de- 
planements for each flight flown by domestic scheduled certifi- 
cated air carriers during August 1976. The first class, coach, 
and nonrevenue data as shown within are a product of a merger 
of the two data sources, and represent the average hourly 
passenger traffic for each flight scheduled to operate on 


August 6. Since commuter, foreign flag, and intrastate air 


carriers do not report service segment passenger data, estimates 


of passenger loads for these categories of airline operations 


were made and included in the report. 


The tabular listings and graphs given for each airport 

were produced at the Department of Transportation, Transporta- 
tion Systems Center, Cambridge, Massachusetts. They provide a 
clear visual presentation of the traffic flow at major airports 
for use by technical and nontechnical personnel. The profiles 
can be used in analyzing changes in operational activity 
throughout the day, for comparing and noting the various 
hourly traffic patterns among the airports, and for readily 
identifying changes in traffic patterns over time. An 
analytical graphic format allows rapid exposure to complex 
profiles yet ensures a high rate of comprehension in limited 


time frames. 
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